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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers to

Correspondents.
HYPODERMIC INJECTIONS IN CHOLERA.

Surgeon-Major C. MacDowall, of the Bombay Army, forwards us a commu-
nication relative to a statement made by one of the speakers on the occa-
sion of a late discussion on the treatment of cholera at the Royal Medico-
Chirurgical Society, in which our correspondent states that a reference to
Inspector-General Dr. John Murray’s published Report on the Treatment
of Cholera will show that he has for many years recommended the sub.
cutaneous injection of morphia and other drugs, and he adds that he first
began his experiments eleven years ago. Judging from the figures given
by our correspondent, the results in cases of cholera were but little in-
fluenced by this and other methods of treatment; still he thinks it but
just to the medical officers serving in India to state that they had not
neglected to try so obvious a method as that of the hypodermic in treating
cholera.

Mr. Osborne Walker.-There is no such title at the University.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-As THE LANCET has always expressed great confidence in the Con-

tagious Diseases Act in its physical and moral aspects, I cannot refrain from
bringing to your notice the following facts, especially as it is, I believe, the
first case in which local authorities have so promptly taken the initiative,
and grappled with an evil in such a determined manner.
On the 5th inst. I laid before the urban sanitary authority a letter from

Dr. Macmullen, in charge of the garrison (about one mile from this town),
stating that the cases of venereal disease were so numerous that he begged
to enclose some statistics on the subject. The authorities called a special
meeting, and requested him to attend. His evidence showed that the regi-
ment arrived in Newport direct from India in January, 1874, and were then
quite free from venereal disease. Between that date and December 31st,
1874, the following were the admissions to hospital :-

Primary syphilis ............... 66
Secondary ditto ............... 41
Gonorrhoea .................. 59

The men stated that they contracted the disease in Newport, and Dr.
Macmullen examined every man on his return from furlough, and only de-
tected one case of gonorrhoea. The average strength of the regiment was
440. The days spent in hospital from this cause amounted to rather more
than 2800. There seemed very little doubt that diseased prostitutes came
over from Portsmouth to evade the Contagious Diseases Acts. The con-
clusions I drew from all this were, that syphilis of a severe type was
very prevalent, that it was increasing, and that the only remedy lay in the
extension of the Contagious Diseases Acts. After a long discussion it was
decided by a large majority to memorialise the Secretary of State for the
extension of these Acts to Newport. As another regiment is expected daily
from India, the memorial was despatched the next day.

I could say nothing as to the civil population, not having any means of
obtaining statistics.
The 101st Fusiliers were stationed at Parkhurst for a few months during

the year, but are now at Malta, so that their statistics are not to be got at,
though I am told that that regiment also suffered a great deal from the
same cause. Yours truly,

ALLAN WATERWORTH,
Medical Officer of Health, Newport, Isle of Wight.

Newport, Isle of Wight, Jan. llth, 1875.

M. R. C. M.-We are not acquainted with any systematic work on Surgery
in Spanish. Our correspondent had better apply to Williams and Norgate,
booksellers, Henrietta-street, Covent-garden, London. If this firm have
not the desired book in stock, they will, no doubt, procure it for the
applicant.

A MECHANICAL BED.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Mr. Scattergood’s inquiry at p. 893 of your impression of Dec. 19th reminds me of a very ingenious, effective, and inexpensive bedstead made 
by Mr. Jack, a working surgical instrument maker, of 1, Wall-street, I,
Ockenden-road, Southgate-road, Islington. By a simple screw motion, 
which the patient can use himself if needful, almost every alteration in
posture can be made, a bed-pan can be placed under the patient, a reading
or meal table can be brought down over the bed, &c. ’

Your obedient servant,
Savile-row, January, 1875. JAMES EDMUNDS, M.D., &e. 

HEALTHFUL HOMES.
THE need for better house accommodation for the industrial classes has
been plainly shown, and the cfforts of philanthropists and capitalists to
supply it have been amply justified, by the success which has thus far
attended the enterprise of the Artisans’, Labourers’, and General Dwellings
Company in connexion with the Queen’s Park Estate, Harrow-road. Of

applicants for the houses to be built on this estate, of which as yet not
a single foundation has been laid, a thousand names are stated to have
been already registered, a large number of these applications being for
the _purchase of residences. The existence and multiplication of such
estates as the one mentioned and that of Shaftesbury Town would appear
to offer a very hopeful aid to the solution of one of the toughest social
problems of modern times-that, namely, of providing cheerful and
healthful homes for the artisans and labourers of a city population in&raquo;

creasing at the rate of nearly 50,000 a year.
Lieut. G. B. Allen, R.A.-Our correspondent’s request shall receive early

attention.
NOT HYSTERIA, BUT NEUROSIS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-It is because I do not agree with your correspondent, Mr. W. Berry,

in thinking that the term hysteria is understood by all our professional
brethren that I object to it. On the contrary, I consider it to be obscure
and unintelligible, and, although associated with certain symptoms with
which we are all familiar, to be utterly devoid of any satisfactory significa-
tion. Especially objecting to the term male hysteria, I suggested that until
the psychological state of the patient whose case was described in your issue
of the 26th December, 1874, was analysed, we should be content with the
designation "attempt at deception," and in so doing I considered that I had
adopted the practice of calling a spade a spade. However, I am quite
willing to accept the challenge of Dr. Cavafy and Mr. Berry, and say further
that all the symptoms, of whatever kind, which have ever been included under
the name of hysteria are referable simply to a loss of physical power and
moral control, to that loss of tone in the nervous system which may very
fairly be designated neurosis. No doubt the term neurosis leaves much to
be investigated, much to be further understood; but if not fully explanatory,
it is at any rate safe and sound. It recognises the nervous system to be
essentially the seat of the disorder, and in so doing more closely points out
its true character. It is, moreover, free from the fundamental error of attri-
buting a priori to the sexual system that with which it has really nothing to
do. More than this: if we call a case hysteria, there the matter ends; we are
no wiser than we were, and no further; we are still in nubibus, On the other
hand, if we term a case neurosis, we at once open the question as to what
form, whether caused by physical shock or moral shock, induced by physical
disease or exhaustion, promoted by imperfect organisation, hereditary or
individual, and in so doing we not only open up the pathology, but are in-
sensibly led to a better mode of therapeutics. Thus if a youngwoman should
have a disappointment in love, and consequently fail in health, she might be
said to suffer from neurosis from moral, not mental, shock, which might be
simple, or irritative, or convulsive, or attended with paralysis, or rather
paresis, with hypersssthesia, or anorexia, or sickness, &c., as the case may
be. On the other hand, if a colonel of dragoons should suffer from concus-
sion in a railway accident, I should say that he was the subject of neurosis
from physical shock; but I should never be guilty of the absurdity of saying
he was the subject of male hysteria, and I should prefer to say that a strong
man became emotional to saying that he became hysterical, and in so doing-
think I should be calling a spade a spade.
One word more. What a lamentable figure some members of the profes-

sion have cut in courts of law in their unphilosophical and contradictory
evidence on this very subject !
Enough has been said to show that the term hysteria is not only un-

tenable and absurd, but mischievous, and I must not trespass further oc
your time and space, but refer those who wish to follow the question further
to my paper on this subject in your impression of December 20th, 1873.

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Clapton, January, 1875. D. Dz BERDT HovELL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I quite agree with Mr. Hovell in the absurdity of using the term

"hysteria" for the male, and the disadvantage of applying it to the female
sex. Those who have read his papers in the Journal of Mental Science will,
I think, have arrived at the conclusion that the name "hysteria" should be
banished. At the London Hospital I carefully avoid it both in the wards
and lecture theatre, and am able to convey all I wish by " emotional lesion."
It is not a little remarkable that so-called hysteria is rarely seen among
idiots. This does not arise from an abeyance of uterine function, but from
an absence of exaltation of emotional life.

I am, Sir, yours truly,
J. LANGDON DOWN.

Welbeck-street, Cavendish-square, Jan. llth, 1875.

A Parish Surgeon.-We believe that Mr. Andrew Doyle, the Local Governd
ment Board inspector who was sent to Canada last summer to inquire
officially into the "after-life" of the pauper orphans sent out under the
auspices of Miss Rye, has returned to England. The results of his in-

quiries, which are said to be of considerable value, will probably be pub-
lished at no distant date.

PUFFING AT LYME REGIS.
THE paragraph is decidedly of the puffy order, and in very bad taste. Let
us hope that the subject of it is no party to it.

Non time agere merito.-Two guineas.

AVERAGE INCOMES OF MEDICAL PBACTITIONMS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Will you kindly allow me to ask the readers of THE LANCET what
is the average incomes of country practitioners in England? By country
practitioners I mean those practising in country districts, villages, and
towns under 10,000 population. I have heard &pound;500 a year stated, but I
think it is above the average. Yours faithfully,

Tring, Jan, 6th, 1874. VECTIS.
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POPULATION OF FRANCE. LUNACY IN YORKSHIRE.
THE Paris Figaro lately published a rather mournful article on a subject AT the Sheffield Quarter Sessions Lord Wharncliffe laid before the Court
which cannot be too often forced upon the legislators of France-viz., the the Report of the Visiting Committee of the Wadsley Asylum. It eon-
marked decrease of births in the country. In nearly all the departments, tained some startling statements respecting the increase of lunacy in the
in spite of commercial prosperity, the population appears to be diminish- West Riding of Yorkshire. The asylum was erected two or three years
ing. "If this continues," says our contemporary, "half a century hence ago at Wadsley, near Sheffield, to relieve the already overcrowded asylum
the population of France will be stationary, whilst our neighbours and at Wakefield. It was capable of providing accommodation for nearly
enemies are increasing rapidly. We shall decline into a nation of the 1000 patients, and it was believed that this would be sufficient for some
third or fourth rank, without a disastrous war, epidemic, or revolution, years to come. The Committee, however, now reported that lunacy was
and finally, absit omen! be absorbed by the fertile German race." Inspite increasing at the rate of 150 a year, and that the whole of the available
of this jeremiad, there is yet apparent an immense amount of vitality in space in the asylum would be occupied in sixteen months. This being so,
the French nation. The sinister predictions that are so often made con- they recommended that a detached block of buildings should be erected
cerning the decadence of the Latin races may yet be falsified. on the asylum estate to accommodate 250 more men, and that a similar

block should also be erected to accommodate a like number of women.
A SUGGESTION ?oB TREATING SEA-SICKNESS. The report was adopted.

To the Editor of THE LANCET. Quoerio.-Apply to Jenner and Knewstub, St. James’s-street, S.W.
SIR,-" Parturiunt montes," and there we stop. Some very able men are

studying the great problem implied in the prevention of sea-sickness. This MEDICAL TITLRS.

is the object of the Bessemer experiments and of the proposed submarine To the Editor of THE LANCET.
tunnel. SIR,-In a medical contemporary of the 26th ult. there is a leading article

I have often thought that for a short voyage the protoxide of nitrogen on the subject of "Medical Titles," proposing that residence for University
might be tried. Fourteen years ago a letter was written to you on this medical degrees shall be abolished, the writer assuming tint the English
subject, but whether by Dr. Sweeting (now of Stratford) or by myself I am Universities, with the exception of that of London, require a degree in Artsat present unable to say. I have seen more of sea-sickness than most men. Universities, with the exception of that of London, require a degree in Arts
A sailor always laughs at its victims, in the full belief that if they can be aa a preliminary test of education; the inference is that these must be left
made to laugh they are soon free from this distressing malady. I once saw intact, and that the Scotch Universities are to be the ones which will suit
forty-seven students in a laboratory put under this " laughing gas" in groups his purpose. He says that the educational examination required of candi-
of five or six at a time. They all laughed, some three or four jumped about, dates for Scotch University degrees is no more extensive than that for the
-and one "set to" boxing his fellow-students, and had to be held till he College of Surgeons or of Physicians (of London I presume), or words to
ceased to be merry. Precautions would be needed, for it would not be that effect, As an Edinburgh graduate in medicine, I must state, with
pleasant directly after curing a man of sea-sickness to see him jump at once regard to this last assertion, that the writer is either misinformed on the
into the sea. The laughter produced is not a mere sardonic grin, and subject, or he writes in ignorance of the facts At any rate, if he will turn
limited only to the muscles of the face. The action of the gas begins in the to the Edinburgh University Calendar, he will find the Arts examination
brain and nervous system, and spreads to the muscular system, chiefly of for the M.D. degree far in advance of what he supposes. Therefore his plea
the face; for it brings on merriment and droll ideas, whose natural expression that all should be admitted to University medical examinations who have
is laughter. Then these muscular movements elicited react on the nervous passed any minimum preliminary examination by the licensing bodies,
system until the man may be said to laugh body, soul, and spirit. You without any further educational acquirement, will not at all meet the justice
soon have before you a fine illustration of the way in which ideas arise from of the case. The writer of the article never mentions the intermediate
conditions of the nervous system, and occasion certain corresponding mus- degree of M.B which is a decided halting-point for us Edinburgh men,
cular actions, which in turn react on the nervous system, developing corre- which we have to hold and practise with for at least two years before being
sponding ideas. We see many similar things in daily life. You may soon 

allowed to go in for M.D., thus making it six years (if all go well) before we
get out of temper by shaking your fist at another even in play, and you can get the latter degree, which however, he proposes shall be conferred on
may under circumstances of great provocation rule your temper by abstain- the candidates, who do not reside, after four winters spent in any medical
ing from all muscular movements, the quiet of the mind and body reacting school. Here again is an anomaly In Edinburgh, three months courses
on each other. Whether these principles are philosophically correct or not, of Materia Medica, Pathology, and Midwifery, as given in the medical
they may give a presumption in favour of my suggestion. I cannot help schools elsewhere, are not accepted for graduation, but six months’ courses
thinking that the nitrous oxide, so far diluted as only to produce laughter. of these are required. The writer speaks also of examination for M.D. as if
should be tried in sea-sickness, especially as we have recently obtained only one examination was requisite. This he proposes not to make any

great facilities in its administration. easier in the event of the abolition of residence. I may state, however, that
I am, Sir, yours &c., I had to pass four professional examinations for the M.B. degree alone,

St. Ives, Hunts, Jan. 2nd, 1875. 
’ 

J. DEANE M.D. saying nothing of M.D. If the propositions of the writer of that article
, .. 

were carried out, a degree in Medicine would lose all its present value, and
.y. Y. Z.-The Local Government Board may, on the application of the the teaching Universities the bulk if not all of their students and the in-

ratepayers, invest a rural sanitary authority with all or any of the powers Justice done to present holders of University degrees would be immense,ratepayers, invest a rural sanitary authority with all or any of the powers notwithstanding the writer’s assertion to the.contrary. What the gentle-
and duties of an urban sanitary authority ; or it may, of its own motion, men who have been recently agitating in a well-known medical contem-

’ by provisional order, declare any rural sanitary district or districts, or porary really want, I am afraid, is the following :-On the peculiar (to sag
any portion of any rural sanitary district or districts, to be an urban sani- the least of it) plea of being already qualified in a general way, and of
tary district. See Public Health Act, 1872, secs. 23 & 24. having been in practice for several years, they wish to be allowed to obtaintary district. See Fubho Health Act, 1872, sees. 23 & 24. a British M.D., without any restrictions, by paying a sum of money and uu-

Mr. Bryant is thanked. dergoing one formal sort of examination in a few subjects, just to invest the
W. B.(Reading).-The case ., hopeful one bu t we recommen ., thing with the face of legality, and this I sincerely trust the British Uni-W. B., (Reading.)-The case is not a very hopeful one’ but we recommend thing with the face of legality, and this I sincerely trust the British Uni-
the eapenditure of one guinea on the opinion of some London hospital 

versities will never countenance. The notoriety of one is already sufficient.the expenditure of one guinea on the opinion of some London hospital Yours &c.,
surgeon. January, 1875. JUSTITIA..

BsionTojr BEACH. Mr, E. Alfredson.-We do not think it would be easy (possessing no quali-
To the Editor of THE LANCET. fication) to obtain such a situation in France. There is no demand for

SIR,-It may interest your readers to learn that the Corporation of English labour of the sort mentioned, even in the large cities.
Brighton is actively preparing for the influx of visitors during the ensuing
summer; and as the method of doing this is both peculiar and original, I RBLAPSING SCARtATINA.

will explain how it is done. Carts by the dozen are now employed in taking To the Editor of THE LANCET.
away the shingle, and depositing in its place the liquid mud from the roads SIR,-I am very much interested in the statement made by Dr. L. Faye in
and filth of every description. The Corporation cannot, of course, be ex- the Deutsche Elini7c, and recorded by you in THE LANCET of the 2nd inst.,
pected to make the beach all at once like the banks of the Thames at regarding relapses of scarlatina occurring within a short time of the primaryRotherhithe during low tide; but by unremitting exertion some portions of attack, as I am able to report a similar case in a child (a boy) of six y earsit have been made into a very good resemblance of that portion of the attack, as I am able to report a similar case in a child (a boy) of six yearsmetropolis, notably that part of the beach between Middle-street and Ship- old, who is now while I write, suffering from a second manifestation ot the

street, the part most requiring attention, as it is the centre of the town disease, and within one month of his perfect recovery from his first attack.froiatage, and some thirty bathing machines are located there. Some fasti- This patient is one of the children in a family of two He was the first who

dious persons objected to what they termed the " stench" on the beach last took the disease, and brought it into the house. After being ill a fortnight,
,year when the sun was shining strongly upon the shingle; but then they 

with the rash well out, the throat highly affected-deglutition being per-
must have been persons who altogether overlooked shingle; y great athey formed with difficulty,-great prostration, and subsequent desquamation ofmust have been persons who altogether overlooked the very great advan- the cuticle, the fever entirely left him, and he was allowed to run about tlietage of having layers of nice, soft, fetid mud underlying the hard stones, room dressed, with a piece of flannel and his shoulders. His appetite theand the beautiful softness to the feet of the smooth and oily mud, instead 

room even to voraciousness ; he was as cheerful,playful a His as boisterous
of the firm hard sand. There are a few of the inhabitants who object, I turned before the attack, when in he was afterwards-his sister, as girl of ninebelieve, to having the beautiful beach converted into a Corporation cess- as before the previously taleu the fever he again fell poorly, and nine
pool ; indeed they have gone so far as to draw the attention of the Town just having previously taken the fever-he again fell poorly, and before.Council to the matter, and they have, of course, been treated with the Though the from the first the tongue has the characteristie than before.
courtesy and attention for which the Brighton Town Council is so celebrated Though the rash is absent, the tongue has high characteristic strawberry
-that is to say, that when they have received any answer at all, it was the appearance, the throat has sore, and the fever for 104.4&deg; no medical man
stereotyped one, "Referred to the surveyor," which practically means that admit that this case has puzzled me scarlatina though no medical manthe matter will stand over sine die. Unless the subject is taken up by some who had once seen a typical case of searlatina would have the slightest
influential London journals, the inhabitants of Brighton will have to put hestation in pronouncing this to be one of that disease, yet the tact of the
up with the fine expanse of fetid mud presented to their view on the beach, lad having certainly had it, and especially at so recent a date, will accountand the visitors with the exhalations therefrom during the heats of summer. the first time, that others instance; and had same known, and I do now forI remain, Sir, yours obediently, circumstances, that others have had the the same unusual and unexpected

Brighton, January, 1875. 
’ 

MANSEL BAYLY. circumstances, I should not have had the hardihood to bring before doubtfui,
. 

fession what will doubtless be considered a remarkable, if not a doubtful,
P.S.-The deposit of mud and filth upon the beach is regularly com- instance of the point in question. 

’ .

menced by the Corporation every year upon the closing of the season, and I am, Sir, yours sincerely,
continued until about the time the bathing season commences. Bradford, Jan. 6th, 1875. JOSEPH FARRAR, L.R.C.P.L., d:c-
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REMOVAL OF A HAIR-PIN FROM THE BLADDER. M.D.’s "correction corrected" in no sense whatever convicts us of inaccuracy,
A CASE of removal of a hair-pin from the bladder of a young lady, who or proves that the statement in the Medical Directory as to the relative

introduced it two months previously, was detailed last week at the Sur- liability of medical men to become informants of births was other than
gical Society of Ireland by Mr. Croly. It was coated with phosphates, what we asserted it to be. The section of the Act quoted by "M.D."
and, the lithotrite having crushed the incrustation, it was removed establishes our point, that the person on whom the responsibility of giving
by a polypus forceps. Cases of this sort are not very uncommon, and information of a birth first devolves, in default of the parents, is not a
specimens of similar articles, as pencils, needlecases, &c., are to be seen person present at the birth," but the occupier of the house :’ And as
in almost every large museum. "M.D." agrees with us that the instances in which a "person present at

the birth" would be required to give information will be extremely rare,
.. 

THE DAVEY DEFENCE FUND. it is clear that we were justified (even on his own showing) in objecting
FURTHER contributions received on behalf of the above Fund:- to the prominence given in the Medical Directory to the supposed obliga-
H. J. Burdett, Esq ....... L-2 0 0 Dr. Appleton ......... 21 1 0 tions of medical men in that respect. "M.D:’ may be sure that medicalChas. Collambell, Esq.... 1 1 0 Dr. Bateson... ,., ." ... 0 10 6 

men are not in the least likely to be troubled by any new requirement inC. Sangster, Esq....... 1 1 0 Dr. Flack 1 1 0 men are not in the least likely to be troubled by any new requirement ill
John Gay, Esq .......... 1 1 0 W. R. F. Lane, Esq....... 1 1 0 relation to birth registration. If at any time a "person present at the
Edwd. Bellamy, Esq....... 1 1 0 Sir George Burrows...... 2 2 0 birth" is wanted to give information, the midwife or nurse is far more
J. Duncan, Esq .......... 1 1 0 Dr. J. Blackstone ...... 2 2 0 certain to be called upon than the doctor.Sir Wm. Jenner......... 3 3 0 Fredk. Wallace, Esq....... 1 1 0
T. B. Curling, Esq....... 2 2 0 E. Crisp, Esq .......... 1 1 0 

SCARLATINA- BY POST.
L.S.A. Lond.-" Cullen’s First Lines of the Practice of Physic" was edited, To the Editor of THE LANCET.
with notes, by Dr. James Gregory, F.R.S., the author of "Conspectus SIR,-Seeing Mr. Land’s letter in your issue of last week, I was struck
Medicinoo Theoreticae:’ with the singular coincidence of having myself on hand at this very time a

case which strongly supports the hypothesis, and which to my mind almost
NON-INFECTIOUS SMALL-POX! proves the possibility of scarlatina being conveyed through the post, and

To the Editor of THE LANCET. clears up to a great degree the source whence these erratic cases spring.
,,,, ,, On the 5th inst. I was called in to see a child said to have " rash out on
Six,-Can you or any of your correspondents enlighten me on the above him, and to be very feverish." On my examining the have "a rash it to besubject? We have recently been visited by an epidemic of small-pox, to a well-marked case of scarlatina. The parents were naturally alarmed at

prevent the spread of which, and to stamp it out, our Local Board has my diagnosis, and wondered how it could be possible, there not being aerected outside the town a hospital, with medical superintendent, staff of single case in the neighbourhood. After a time it occurred to me that pos-
nurses, &e. &c., and uses every inducement, both through the medical sibly the infection might have been brought by some Christmas cards whichattendant and in every possible way, to induce those affected to avail them- had been sent, enclosed in envelopes by friends in another county, in whoseselves of it. Our rector, who was most assiduous in his visits to the affected house they had scarlatina, and where some cases were then con-
persons, having twice had the complaint, was taken ill and died. The valescing. My own practice and the neighbourhood being, as I have said,practitioner who attended him certified that he died of variola sine eruptione. valescing My own practice and the neighbourhood being, as I have said

practitioner who attended him certified that he died of vanola sine eruptione. entirely free of that form of disease, it struck me forcibly that these Christ-The body lay in state for some days, and was visited by many of the mas cards were the means through which this case of infection had been

parishioners; but on the wording of the medical practitioners as known, conveyed ; and I think that the case ought to serve as a warning to all, and

great anxiety was felt by the public and medical practitioners as to the to deter people from sending newspapers, letters, &c., from a sick-room, in

safety ot an intended public funeral, when a certineate to the following all cases of infectious complaints, without the very greatest care.effect was issued by the medical attendant of the deceased, and subsequently y Yours truly,
countersigned by a consultant from a neighbouring town :-" We hereby Shepton Mallet, Jan. 12th, 1875. BROWNLOW NORTH HYATT.
certify that the late Rev. J. Moultrie died from small-pox poisoning, and 
herewith add that his illness was not in the least degree infectious." To the Editor of THE LANCET.My professional brethren as well as myself are anxious to know where the , ...

infectiousness of small-pox ceases, and our poorer neighbours are much SIR,-As confirmatory of Mr. W. J. Land’s opinion that scarlatina is some-
affronted that their relatives should be buried at dead of night, while in the times transmitted by post, it perhaps may be well to relate a case occurring
above case the body was exposed for five days. 

’ 
in my own practice three years ago.

I am Sir your obedient servant I was summoned to a child who had gone to bed apparently in his usual
January, 1875. 

’ 

AN OLD PRACTITIONER. robust health the evening before, who was seized at 5 A.M. with uncon-,. 

-. 

. 

trollable sickness, which still continued when I first saw him at 9 A.M. He
P.S.-I enclose copy of certificate cut from local newspaper, and my card. was semi-comatose, the pulse was too rapid to be counted, and there was

most pungent heat of skin. I expressed the opinion that the child was
LIFE ASSURANCE AND MEDICAL EXAMINERS’ FEES. suffering from blood-poisoning, probably latent scarlatina. Convulsions

To the Editor of THE LANCET. ensued, and the child died at 5 P.M. on the same day. I ascertained that he

Six,-Allow me to thank y
our corres pondent,"F.," for again bringin 

had been playing for some hours on the morning of the previous day with a
SIR,-Allow me to thank your correspondent, "F.," for again bringing letter which had been received through the post on the same day from athis subject before your readers, although he has drawn an absurd and house where a child had just died from malignant scarlet fever.

erroneous conclusion. The examination being paid for by the Office, the I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
working man and small assurer has nothing to say to the fee paid for such Rotherham Jan llth 1875. 

’ ’ ’’ , 

H. J. KNIGHT
examination, and " F." does not tell us if those who take the " half-guinea" 

--).).

receive two or three guineas for larger amounts, such as &pound;1000 and &pound;1500. SNEEZING.
As one who claims the larger fee, I do it on these grounds. Being asked To the Editor of THE LANCET.for our opinion by the Offices, "for their benefit to exclude bad lives," the 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

amount of assurance and premium has nothing to say to us or our opinion; SIR,-In answer to " M.B:s" letter, which appeared in your journal of
and as professional men it is for us, and not the Insurance Offices, to fix the Dec. 5th last, kindly permit me to state that the use of finely powdered and
fee. Our fee has nothing to say to the first year’s premium, but should be scented tobacco as snuff might be found beneficial in lessening the number
classed with the expense of management. That Insurance Companies can and diminishing the violence of the paroxysms of sneezing. The case he
afford to pay the guinea is proved by some Offices advertising, "We pay a mentions puts me in mind of a lady in India, who was then aged about
guinea in all cases." Others again acknowledge the principle when written thirty-five, married, and in good health. This lady suffered so much from
to on the above grounds; and others who will not pay the guinea (if they the paroxysms that on one occasion abortion was apprehended. The attacks
can help it) still give good bonuses and dividends. One Office even now often left her perfectly exhausted. They supervened on the slightest irrita-
says : "We require the proposer to advance the medical officer’s fee, to be tion of the Schneiderian mucous membrane ; changes of temperature espe-
deducted from the first year’s premium." Suppose there was no first year’s cially brought on the "fits of sneezing." The attacks were generally in the
premium, the proposer being rejected, would they refund the amount to the morning soon after getting out of bed, and in the evening after sunset.
proposer ? It looks very doubtful. Removal to some colder locality increased the violence and frequency of the

Let me advise your readers always to recommend Offices that pay the paroxysms. This lady was of a slightly hysterical temperament. I am in-

guinea, and the question will soon be finally settled, cliued to think that any other stimulation would do as well if tobacco is
Yours truly, thought to be disagreeable. In the case I mention the tobacco, as snuff,

Whittlesea, Jan. llth, 1875. C. F. HARDING, M.D. had the effect of palliating the attacks of sneezing. It would seem that there
is hyperaesthesia of the mucous membrane, and that the stimulation acts by

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES OF Cdusas OF DEATH. "deadening the nerves" and lessening this condition of the membrane.MEDICAL CERTIFICATES OF CAUSES of DEATH. Moreover, I think that a course of quinine would be desirable; for if this
To the Editor of THE LANCET. drug possesses such power over some forms of frontal and supra-orbital

SIR,-I see by an answer to one of your correspondents that none but neuralgias, it might have some effect on the nerves which supply the nasal
registered practitioners can give certificates of death. I take it that if such mucous membrane. I remain, Sir, yours truly, ,

be the fact it will be fraught with great inconvenience to a large number of Netley, Jan. 2nd, 1875. H. A. C. GRAY, M.B. Edm.
practitioners. I, in common with many practitioners, employ a qualified CHILBLAINS.assistant. It seldom follows that he is registered. What is to be done when 

CHILBLAINS.

he has attended a patient solely, and that patient dies Is his certificate to To the Editor of THE LANCET.
be refused, and, if so, can the registered principal be called upon according SIR,- In your issue of Dec. 26th, "F.R.C.S." inquires for a remedy for the
to the Act to certify to what he knows nothing about, or will the registrar above very troublesome affection. I have had several cases during the last
prefer classing the death as "uncertified" P fortnight, and the liniment I prescribe always gives immediate relief to the

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, intense irritation and tenderness of the skin. The formula is as follows:-
Thetford, Norfolk, Jan. llth, 1875. PEMBROKE MINNS. Aconite liniment, opium liniment, chloroform liniment, of each half an

*" A registered practitioner cannot be required under the new Registration ounce. To be well rubbed into the skin over the tender parts with a piece
. of soft flannel or lint, care being taken to prevent any of the linimentAct to give a certificate of the cause of death unless he himself was in coming into contact with any broken skin.

attendance on the deceased. If his unregistered assistant attended I remain, Sir, yours truly,
throughout for his principal, a legal certificate cannot be given, for the Berners-street, Dec. 31st, 1874. H. P. CHANDLER, M.R.C.S.
assistant is not qualified to give it, and the principal cannot, as he was not To the Editor of THE LANCET.in attendance. In such cases we apprehend that the cause of death will 

SIR,- think " F.R.C.S:’ will find a liniment composed of equal parts ofbe either written out for or verbally told to the informant by the assistant, SIR,-I think "F.R.C.S." will find a liniment composed of equal parts ofbe either written out for, or verbally told to, the informant by the assistant, Goulard water, oil of turpentine, and tincture of opium an excellent remedywho on registering the death will simply state the cause of death, just as for chilblains. 
. 

Yours obediently,
he states the age &c. of the deceased, for entry in the register.-ED. L. January llth, 1875. H.
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COMPULSORY DEATH CERTIFICATES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In THE LANCET of Dec. 26th, 1874 ("Annus Medicus," p. 907), it i

stated that " Recent legislation has made it compulsory upon medical me
to furnish, when applied to by authorised persons, certificates of the cause
of death of their patients." Let me point out that on the new certificate i
appears to be compulsory upon medical men, without the saving clause
"when applied to," to sign and give or send the certificate to some person re
quired by the Act to give information to the registrar, under a penalty no
exceeding forty shillings. Is this in accordance with the Act itself, or is i
a statement of the Registrar-General only ? Yours &c.,
January 7th, 1875. J. L. J.

 The words of the Act are these: "In case of the death of any persoI
who has been attended during his last illness by a registered medica
practitioner, that practitioner shall sign and give to some person i-eq2tiret
by this Act to give information concerning the death, a certificate," &c. &c
The point of law may be doubtful; but the common sense of the matte]
would seem to be that an application for the certificate was contemplated
by the statute.-ED. L.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in the current number will receive attentioI
in our issue of the ensuing week.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Sir Wm. Jenner

London; Prof. Marshall, London; Dr. Geo. Johnson, London; Mr. Bryant
London; Dr. Hughlings Jackson, London ; Mr. C. F. Maunder, London;
Mr. J. Lane, London; Mr. Hulke, London; Dr. Blanc, Moret-sur-Laing;
Dr. Gowers, London; Mr. Morgan, Oxford; Dr. John Dougall, Glasgow:
Mr. Craven, Thurso; Dr. Leslie, London; Mr. C. M’Dowall, Bombay:
Dr. Moore, Dublin; Mr. Saul, Lancaster; Mr. Phillips, Bury; Dr. Gray,
New York ; Mr. Alfredson, St. Helens; Mr. Minns, Thetford; Dr. Edis ;
Rev. J. J. Blandford; Dr. Sergeant, Launceston; Mr. Dickson, London;
Dr. Joyce, Cranbrook; Mr. Blackshaw, Stockport ; Mr. Knight, Rother-
ham ; Dr. Harding, Whittlesea; Mr. Alcock, Aldershot; Mr. Waterworth,
Newport; Mr. Rowe, London; Mr. Farquharson, London; Mr. C. Davey,
Edinburgh; Mr. Mills, London; Lieut.-Col. Lanford; Mr. B. N. Hyatt,
Shepton Mallet; Mr. Baines, Eltham; Dr. Clarke, Warrington, Florida;
Rev. C. H. Davies, Stroud; Mr. Robinson, Dublin; Dr. Down, London;
Dr. Goldie, Leeds; Mr. Bennett, London; Mr. Eddowes, Loughborough;
Mr. Barlow, Manchester ; Dr. Russell, Glasgow; Mr. Pritchett, Hudders-
field ; Mr. Poole, London; Messrs. Salmon, Ody, and Co.; Dr. Mitchell,
London ; Dr. Ralfe, London; Dr. Edmunds, London; Mr. Kerr, London;
Mr. Bruce, Thurso ; Mr. Lilly, Glasgow; Mr. Williams, Cardiff; Mr. Reed,
Stafford; Mr. Marsh, London; Mr. Whalley, Bradford; Mr. Dobson,
Reading; Mr. Reilly, Hackney; Mr. Hovell, Clapton ; Mr. Drummond,
Royton; Mr. Renwick, Watford; Mr. Moore, South Norwood; Mr. Hind,
London; Mr. Walker, Mardford; Mr. Watts, Fawley; Mr. Hollis, Edin-
burgh ; Mr. Suffield, Hednesford; Mr. Walker, Wakefield; Mr. Lewis,
London ; Mr. M’Ewen, Dundee ; Mr. Breitzscke, London ; Dr. Dickson;
Mr. Evans; Dr. Brian, Pettigo ; Mr. Belby, Middlesborough; Mr. Sykes,
Ulverstone; Lieut. Allen, Brecon; Mr. Wiseman, Ossett; Dr. Cobbold,
London; Dr. Bartley, Bristol; Mr. Thomas, London; Dr. MacDonald,
Lucknow; Dr. Druce, Brighton; Mr. Broster, London; Mr. Benson, Lon-
don ; Dr. Marshall, Muthill; Mr. Gant, Hastings; Mr. Kiernan, Cardiff;
Mr. Hanbury, London; Messrs. Bleeck and Leech, Bath; Mr. Stillard,
Birmingham; Mr. Hunt, Hull; Messrs. Harvey and Reynolds, Leeds;
Mr. Wheeler, Manchester; Mr. Braden, Letterpach ; Dr. Coleman, Leeds ;
Mr. Fowler, Glasgow; Mr. Blackburn, Birmingham; Mr. R. Harrison,
Liverpool; Messrs. Rushworth and Co., London; Royal Institution;
Quaeris; Caution; M.B.; Wantage; C.M.; An Old Subscriber; M.D.;
J. L. D.; H.; F.R.C.S. ; X. Y. Z., Manchester; A Constant Reader; R. S. ;
R. P. L.; Medicus; &c. &c.

LETTERS, each with enclosure, are also acknowledged from - Mr. Newman,
Margate ; Dr. Davey, Deal; Mr. Bryan, Leicester; Mr. Parsons, Goole;
Dr. Irvine, Liverpool; Mr. Molyneux, Upholland; Mr. Bennett, Newark;
Mr. Frier, Hetton-le-Hole ; Mr. Brash, Exeter; Mr. Arnison, Newcastle;
Mr. Sad, Preston; Mr. Wiltshire, Sheffield; Mr. Hall, Lymington ;
Dr. West, Harpenden; Mr. Morgan, Llanymynech ; Mr. Jones, Surbiton;
Mr. Nicoll, Llandudno; Mr. Cousins, Cwm Bran ; Mr. Green, Newcastle-
on-Tyne; Mr. M’Intyre, Great Yarmouth; Mr. Hutchinson, Edinburgh;
Dr. Beverley, Norwich; Mr. Ingle, Blackheath; Mr. Booth, Altrincham;
Mr. Mills, Bega, New South Wales; Mr. Newhouse, Inchgarth; Mr. Jones,
London; Mr. Torrance, Woolston; Mr. Hayward, Liverpool; Mr. Duke,
Arundel; Mr. Harley, Saffron Walden; Mr. Kempthorne, Callington;
Mr. Gothamby, Spalding; Mr. Houghton, Liverpool; Mr. Ehins, Bed-
ford ; Mr. Thomas, Brockley ; Dr. Perkins, Exeter ; Mr. Blyth, Godshill;
Mr. Cramer, Mile-end; Dr. Eastwood, Darlington; Mr. Slack, Soham ;
Dr. Blackett, Whickham; Mr. Furness, Wreay; Mr. Roberts, Conway;
Mr. May, Crayford; Mr. Bower, Blackley; Mr. Wigg, Southminster;
Dr. Wilson, Chatteris; Mr. Deane, Pocklington; Mr. Atwell, Gloucester
Mr. Wall, Wigan; Mr. Nance, Newport ; Dr. Cumming, Edinburgh;
F. M., East Rudham ; R. W.; Alpha, West Bromwich; H. S., Petersfield.

Newcastle, Daily Chronicle, Western Morning News, Isle of Man Times,
Welshman, Liverpool Albion, Sunday Times, Huddersfield Daily Chronicle,
Cork Constitution, Liverpool post, Surrey Advertiser, British Press,
Sussex Daily News, Worthing Intelligencer, Sussex Coast Mercury,
East -London Observer, Manchester Guardian, York Herald, Burnley
Gazette, Dublin Evening 31ail, Derbyshire Advertiser, Hampshire Tele-
graplz, and City Observer have been received.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
Monday, Jan. 18.

ROYAL LONDON OpRTIIALMIO HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operations,10&frac12; A.M
each day, and at the same hour.

ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITA.L.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M. each day,
and at the same hour.

ST. MABK’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9 A.M. and 2 P.M.
METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8&frac12; P.M. Lettsomian Lectures : Mr. C. F.

Maunder, "On Wounds and Hsemorrhages; and on the Use of the
Antiseptic Catgut Ligature."

Tuesday, Jan. 19.

Guy’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Friday at the same hour.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 3 P.M. ’ 

’

ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Mr. E. Ray Lankester, "On the Pedigree of
the Animal Kingdom."

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8&frac12; P.M. The following Preparations
will be exhibited :-Congenital Dislocation of both Hips (living spe-
cimen) ; Lymphangeioma secreting Chyle (living specimen); Hyper-
trophy of Limb from Disease of Knee-joint (living specimen); Epithe-
lioma ; Microscopical specimens of Sarcoma in a Cod; Microscopical
specimens of Cancer prepared by a new process ; Invaginated Intestine;
Syphilitic Disease of Rectum ; Enlarged Liver and Spleen without
Leucsemia; Cancerous Breant and Liver; Fatty Degeneration of Muscles
of the Leg; Ulcer of Stomach; Contraction of Coronary Artery, Ob
struction of Renal Artery, Fibroid Disease of Heart; &e. &e.

Wednesday, Jan. 20.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac14; P.M.
ST. BABTHOLObLBW’6 HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Saturday at

the same hour.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M., and on Saturday at the same

honr.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M., and on Saturday at 1&frac12; P.M.
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. - Operations, 2 P.M., and on Saturday at

the same hour.
LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
SAMARITAN FREE HOSPITAL FOB WOMEN AND CHILDREN.-Operations, 2&frac12; P.M.

Thursday, Jan. 21.
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Operations 1 P.M.
RaYAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 r.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M., and on Friday

at the same hour.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Prof. P. M. Duncan, "On the Grander Pheno-

mena of Physical Geography."
HUNTERUN SOCIETY.-8 P.M. Mr. H. W. Kiallmark, "On a Case of Cancer

of the Liver."
Friday, Jan. 22.

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Ophthalmic Operations, It P.M.
ROYAL SOUTII LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION..-8 P.M. Weekly Evening Meeting.-9 P.M. Sir John

Lubbock, Bart., M.P., "On Wild Flowers and Insects."
QUEKETT MICROSCOPICAL CLUB.-8 P.M. Mr. T. Charters White, "On the

Aquarium as a Field for Microscopical Research."
CLINICAL SOCIETY OB LONDON.-8! P.M. Mr. T. Holmes : " Notes of a Case

of Subperiosteal Excision of Os Calcis." - Dr. Thorowgood and Mr.
Bywater Vernon will bring forward a Case of " Optic Neuritis, with
complete Loss of Vision ; Recovery under treatment."-Mr. P. Thornton,
"On a Case of exceeding Infrequency of the Pulse."

Saturday, Jan. 23.
HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Soho-square.-Operations, 9t A.M.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9 A.M. and 2 P.M.
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION. - 3 P.M. Mr. E. Dannreuther, "On Beethoven," with

Pianoforte Illustrations.


